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LEFT - Sydney's geology - Indicating
the location of Parramatta near the
junction of Shale and Sandstone, Plant
communities are largely determined b
particular combinations of climate an

geclogy.

ABOVE. A view of part of Parramatta Port Jackson, J.W. Lewin, 1809, Courtesy State Library of New South Wales
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Planting Philosophy

Benson and Howell [1990] categorise the pre-existing vegetation in the area prior to urban intervention as
Cumberland Plain Woodland, Turpentine lronbark Forest and Blue Gum High Forest:

“The country around Parramatta, or Rose Hill as it was first called, was explored first by Governor Phillip in
April 1788. John White, accompanying Phillip, describes the Parramatta River below the present Church
Street bridge: 'The banks of it where now pleasant, the trees immensely large, and at a considerable
distance from each other; and the land around us flat and rather low, but well covered with the kind of grass

just mentioned [i.e. rich and succulent].
The ‘immensely large trees’ where probably part of the Cumberland Plain Woodland of Grey Box,

Eucalyptus moluccana, and Forest Red Gum, Euecalypius tereticornis, with an open grassy understory that
extended westward from Parramatta across the Cumberland Plain.....

..... North-east of Rydalmere, Parramatta included areas of Turpentine Ironbark Forest with Blue Gum High
Forest in more favourable situations. High Forest remnants survive at Mobbs Hill, where Blackbutt and
Sydney Blue Gum trees grow with a shrubby understorey.”

“Parramatta was established at the tidal limit of the Parramatta River near the junction of the sandstone and
shale. In this watercolour of about 1809, looking westward from the northern shore, sandstone outcrops are
evident in the foreground and in the river, where they are being used as a ford. Cumberland Plain Woodland
on the shale has been partly cleared for the town and surrounding farms.”

The planting design will be using predominantly indigenous species that reflect the regions character of the
Cumberland Plain Woodland, Turpentine Ironbark Forest and Blue Gum High Forest. This plant mix will be
enriched by blossom trees in the public domain of the main boulevard. A mix of low water usage local trees,
shrubs and grasses will be selected to create an attractive, colourful and low maintenance space.

Planting on Structure

Where planting is located on structures, a sufficient soil depth will be provided as per the rules of thumb
‘Residential Flat Design Code'.

Quality landscape design and open space amenity relies in part on the quality and health of plants. The
plants in these areas are grown in total containment with artificial soils, drainage and irrigation. Plants grown
in such situations are subject to a range of environmental stresses that affect the health and vigour of the
plants, and ultimately their survival.

It is best practice to desi%n optimum conditions for plant growth by:

- Providing soil depth, soil volume and soil area appropriate to the size of the plants to be established;
- Providing appropriate soil conditions and irrigation methods and

- Providing appropriate drainage.
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Sculpture/Artwork

Design Principles

Good design recognises that together landscape and buildings operate as an
integrated and sustainable system, resulting in greater aesthetic quality and
amenity for both occupants and the adjoining public domain. Landscape
design builds on the existing site’s natural and cultural features in responsible
and creative ways. It enhances the development's natural environmental
performance by co-ordinating water and soil management, solar access,
micro-climate, tree canopy and habitat values. It contributes to the positive
image and contextual fit of the development through respect for streetscape
and neighbourhood character, or desired future character. Landscape design
should optimise usability, privacy and social opportunity, equitable access and
respect for neighbours' amenity, and provide for practical establishment and
long term managemenit.

Vision

The landscape architectural vision for the communal and public spaces of the
Melrose Park VRS development is to utilise the geological and botanical
heritage of the site. This will create a tranguil and unique environment for its
residents with opportunities to relax. The lush and green open space will tell a
story through the design elements of textures, colours and materials about its
location within the Sydney Basin.

It is proposed to create high quality spaces of unique character throughout the
project site. Elements of the geological origin such as natural stone and water
will be used within the open space design in conjunction with local endemic
plant species of the Cumberland Plain Woodland, Turpentine Ironbark Forest
and Blue Gum High Forest.

Public Domain

The proposal comprises a residential flat development. The landscape
arch;tectural design incorporates the building with its adjoining public domain
interface.

It is proposed to use a simple and robust palette of materials throughout the
project. Within the public domain, the selected materials range from stone and
concrete to furniture that will provide seating and work as planter box at the
same time.

The street scape will be further defined by Australian native trees. Amenity and
habitat will be created by the use of native endemic grasses and shrubs that
also create vibrant flower beds. The plant species selections is determined by
available seasonal sunlight and will mimic Australian plant communities and
ecologies. Please refer to the ‘Flowering Regime & Master Plant List' section of
this report for more detail.
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Tree Planting Character
O Ty Public Domain
0 -, ‘(‘%., - The proposal comprises a residential flat development. The landscape architectural
G - design incorporates the building with its adjoining public domain interface.
e It is proposed to use a simple and robust palette of materials throughout the project.
o Within the public domain, the selected materials range from stone and concrete to
L furniture that will provide seating and work as planter box at the same time.
The street scape will be further defined by Australian native trees. Amenity and habitat
; will be created by the use of native endemic grasses and shrubs that also create

vibrant flower beds. The plant species selections is determined by available seasonal
sunlight and will mimic Australian plant communities and ecologies. Please refer to the
‘Flowering Regime & Master Plant List’ section of this report for more detail.

Victoria Road - Wharf Road Treatment

Consideration has been given to the corner of Wharf and Victoria Roads in terms of
final public domain treatments. Wharf Road is identified in the Northern Structure Plan
as the one of the locality’s main north-south links. The landscape and public domain
design warrants a high quality and dramatic pedestrian experience. The proposed
public domain includes high-quality elements such as quality pavements, public
artwork inspired by the industrial heritage of Wharf Rd, seating and precinct signage
that will have benefits beyond the development site. A tree array of native palms
'Livistona australis’ will define the character of this public space.

", " Victoria Rd -Wharf Rd Post road widening
N Scale 1:100
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